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Map of Historic Center of João Pessoa 
 

Map of the João Pessoa's historic center, with IPHAEP delimitation, and the historic buildings marked. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Institucional:  
 

1. Hotel Globo:  
Hotel Globo is part of the architectural complex of the São Frei Pedro Gonçalves square and is listed 

by the Historical Patrimony (Nóbrega, 1982). His style belongs to the eclectic movement. Its lines denote 
influences of Neo-classical, Art, Nouveau and Art Decó styles (Cabral, 1998a). It was built in 1928 by the 
hotelier Henriques Siqueira, known as "Marinheiro" (Nóbrega, 1982). At the time of its inauguration, it 
had a privileged location because it was located near Porto do Varadouro, better known as Porto do 
Capim, which was the main commercial center of the city. For a long time, about 15 years, it was a meeting 
point for society at the time, playing a very significant role, as it was the first first-class hotel in the city. It 
was even a place for balls and banquets held by the Government and society at the time, hosting several 
important people: Procópio Ferreira, Bibi Ferreira, Tônia Carreiro, Ernesto Geisel, Gratuliano de Brito, 
among others, such as mill owners, traders and foreign travelers (CPCH, 1999). Its peak period was from 
1929 to 1938. Since 1935, with the inauguration of the Port of Cabedelo, the Port of the City was gradually 
deactivated. With that, the area and, consequently, the Hotel Globo (CPCH, 1999) decayed. During the 
40s and 50s, it functioned more as a Bohemian Bar than as a hotel (CPCH, 1999). In 1994 it was restored 
through the Brazil / Spain Agreement. Today it serves as a cultural space, hosting the Oficina Escola de 
João Pessoa, the Historical Center Commission and the State Secretariat for Culture (Cabral, 1998a). 

 

 
Source: Google maps 

 

 
Source: Google maps 

 

2. Nova Casa de Câmara e Cadeia (Praça Barão Rio Branco)  
The Barão de Rio Branco square was originally constituted, between the 16th and 17th centuries, as 

Largo, it was an area of great importance and appreciation for the city during the period of Colony and 
Empire, functioning as an administrative center and headquarters of the captaincy of Duque de Caxias St. 
This public space was created, a priori, to host civilian events, receiving the name Largo da Câmara, for 
housing the Town Hall and Prison, and the pillory. 
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3. Comando da Polícia Militar – 1853 
The Headquarters of the General Command of the Military Police of Paraíba is a historic neo-baroque 

building, inaugurated in the time of Brazil Empire, but which in the 1930s underwent a major renovation, 
which preserved its original style. Only in 1977, already under the government of Ivan Bechara, when the 
Commander of the Corporation was Colonel Adolfo Maia, this property, after undergoing adaptations, 
started to host the General Command of the Military Police, which was previously in the Barracks currently 
occupied by the First Battalion. 
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4. Batalhão de Polícia 
The building of the 1st Battalion of the PM, inaugurated in 1850, together with the building of the 

current Headquarters of the General Command of the PM of Paraíba and the Santa Rosa Theater, 
composes an imposing set of historic buildings, located in the central part of the city of João Pessoa, in 
the square that was originally called Campo Conselheiro Diogo and currently known as Pedro Américo 
Square. 
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5. Teatro Santa Roza 
The Teatro Santa Roza, formerly Theatro Santa Roza, opened on November 3, 1889 and received the 

surname of the then president of Paraíba Francisco da Gama Roza, from Santa Catarina. It is one of the 
oldest theaters in Brazil. 
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6. Biblioteca Pública do Estado  
The building where the State Public Library operated for forty-three years had its cornerstone laid on 

March 26, 1874 by Commander Silvino Elvídio Carneiro da Cunha, and its construction completed in 1884, 
by the then president of the Province. It was initially intended to house the first Primary School, according 
to Decree No. 5,429 of October 2nd of the same year, and remained so until the government of Mr. 
Francisco Camilo de Holanda (1916 to 1920). Then, the building will host the Court of Justice, until 1939. 
In that same year, through Decree 1,333, the interventor Argemiro de Figueiredo decided to install the 
Institution-Public Library, created since 1859 by Henrique Baurepaire Rohan, remaining until 1982, when 
it was transferred to the Fundação Espaço Cultural da Paraíba, receiving the name Public Library Juarez 
da Gama Batista. The guidelines recommended by the project to revitalize the Historic Center of João 
Pessoa made possible the restoration of the aforementioned state monument, inserted in the Cidade Alta 
Nucleus and registered by the IPHAEP (Institute of Historical and Artistic Heritage of the State of Paraíba), 
through Decree 8.626 / 80. 
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7. Grupo Escolar Thomas Mindello: 
Located at General Osório Ave., it was created by Decree nº 778, of 19 July 1916, this was the first 

school group in the city of João Pessoa, having received this name in honor of Prof. Thomás Mindello, a 
prominent figure in the area of education. It was initially installed in the building acquired by the 
government in this same place, with its inauguration taking place on September 9, 1916. Later, it was 
rebuilt under the administration Antenor Navarro (1930-1932), following the design of the Italian 
architect Pascoal Fiorilo and even today it retains its general lines, although it has undergone several 
modifications. 
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8. Tribunal de Justiça: 
Also known as the Paraíba Court of Justice. Located at João Pessoa Square. Built between 1917 and 

1919 and inaugurated on March 30, 1919, in the former Comendador Felizardo Square, currently João 
Pessoa Square, with neoclassical characteristics. The building once belonged to the Escola Normal, which 
remained installed until 1939, underwent an internal renovation and lost its neoclassical characteristics 



to host the Court of Justice in July 1939. It is currently located in the building, in the entrance hall, since 
May 23 from 1965 the crypt in which the remains of the Former President of the Republic, Epitácio Pessoa, 
and his wife rest. The Court has already operated in the building of the State Treasury, the Government 
Palace and the Liceu Paraibano. Listed by the IPHAEP (Institute of Historical and Artistic Heritage of the 
State of Paraíba), since August 26, 1980. 
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9. Associação Comercial do Estado: 
Located on Maciel Pinheiro St., the Paraíba Commercial Association (ASCOM/PB), founded on 

October 31, 1874, at the initiative of the then president of the province of Paraíba, Dr. Silvino Elvidio da 
Cunha, the Baron of Abiahy, was a landmark vital to the growth of commerce in the state of Paraíba. 
Reorganized on December 16, 1889, by entrepreneurs established in the State Capital, declared of public 
utility by Federal Decree no. 3,524, of August 28, 1918, with jurisdiction and headquarters in the State 
Capital. 
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10. Academia do Comércio Epitácio Pessoa: 
Located at Street of Trincheiras, nº. 45, in the Center of the capital Paraibana - Brazil, was inaugurated 

in 1922. Designed by the Italian immigrant Hermenegildo Di Lascio, its architecture is in an eclectic style, 
bringing aspects of Art Nouveau on the upper floor, and with full arched frames also combined in Art 
Nouveau. In addition to these, the building houses an imposing dome with a Renaissance feel, making the 
set of two floors even more beautiful and pompous. The building's name was thus chosen in honor of 
Epitácio Pessoa. Initially, the site was intended to house the Parahyba Club headquarters and is currently 
functioning as one of the best known and respected educational institutions in Paraíba. The building also 
underwent renovations during the government of Rui Carneiro in 1940. Recognizing its inestimable 
historical and artistic value, the Academia de Comércio Epitácio Pessoa was listed by IPHAEP since 
December 2, 1998, under decree of law no. 20,138 
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11. Capitania dos Portos: 
Capitania dos Portos, started in 1939, its exterior is distinguished by mixing modernist language 

with Art Deco traces and by its expressionist character. 
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12. Fábrica de Vinho: 
Located on Street of Areia, formerly called Barão da Passagem St., the factory was founded in 1892, 

by Tito Henrique da Silva. In the 1930s it underwent a modernization process, functioning normally until 
the early 1980s, when its assets were auctioned to pay debts with the Government. Its topography 
represented an innovation in this area, since not only the monument, machinery and equipment were 
preserved, but also the industrial technique. The building consists of three independent blocks, 
interconnected by internal courtyards. The company owns, among other rare objects, 20 vats of 1892 
hardwood, manual presses and a German labeling machine from 1930. 
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13. Casarão dos Azulejos: 
The tiled house belonged to Commander Antônio dos Santos Coelho, serving as a residence for his 

family (Cabral, 1998b). Subsequently, the building served as a public office, school, which resulted in a 
mischaracterization of the environment (Dias, 2000). It constitutes a historical patrimony of significant 
importance (Rodriguez, 1992) - his work dates from the 19th century (Cabral, 1998b), due to the way it is 
presented: its external part is all covered with Portuguese tiles in shades of blue, brought from the city of 
Porto (Rodriguez, 1992). It is considered one of the most beautiful examples of colonial architecture in 
Paraíba and is located on Conselheiro Henriques St., in front of Dom Adauto Square, in João Pessoa 
(Cabral, 1998b). 
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14. Paço Municipal: 
Former headquarters of the João Pessoa Post and Telegraphs, the Paço building was built between 

1921 and 1926 and was opened in 1927. Its architecture has traces of the eclectic movement and, due to 
its historical importance, it was listed by IPHAEP (Instituto of the Historical and Artistic Heritage of the 
State of Paraíba) on August 26, 1980. 
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15. Casa da Pólvora 
Built in 1710, it was the third gunpowder house built in the city. It was strategically located at a 

midpoint on the hill where the city was initially established, with the function of defending the city (CPCH, 
1999). With a simple structure, it witnessed the times of struggles and invasions. In addition to being a 
storage place for arms and ammunition, it also served as an observation point for Porto do Capim 
(Rodriguez, 1992). Lately it doesn't develop the old functions anymore. Until recently it was a place for 
cultural dissemination, housing a Photographic Museum; it is currently closed. It is located on the slope 
of São Francisco and is listed by the Historical Patrimony (CPCH, 1999). 
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16. Palácio da Redenção: 

Also known as Government Palace. Built in 1586 by Jesuits, being the residence of the Jesuits until 1771, 
when it became the residence of the Government of Paraíba. In 1773 the Public Finance was 
incorporated by Pope Clement IV. The building underwent renovations around 1850 to 1858, a period in 
which the building was called the Presidency Palace. The building's name is derived from a suggestion of 
the people in memory of a collective manifestation to the Government. It currently houses the 
headquarters of the State Executive Branch. The building has already housed the Liceu Paraibano and 
the Escola Normal de João Pessoa, as well as the provisional headquarters of the government, the 
Secretariat of Education and the Legislative Assembly. Currently, besides the Executive Branch, it houses 
the Faculty of Law of the Federal University of Paraíba (UFPB). Listed by the IPHAEP (Institute of 
Historical and Artistic Heritage of the State of Paraíba) through Decree-Law No. 8,638, of August 26, 
1980. 
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Religioso: 



 
17. Igreja Nossa Senhora das Neves (Matriz): 
Located on General Osório Ave. is the mother church of the city of João Pessoa. Its origin dates back 

to the beginning of colonization, and since then it has been dedicated to the cult of Nossa Senhora das 
Neves, the city's patron saint (Rodriguez, 1992). The first church, at this location, was built around 1586 
(Nóbrega, 1982). However, it was demolished and rebuilt three times, as it was in ruins (Octávio, 1989), 
but remained in the same initial location (Rodriguez, 1992), the current being its fourth reconstruction, 
carried out by the vicar Francisco Melo Cavalcanti (Nóbrega , 1982). 
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18. Complexo Carmelita: 

Located in Dom Adauto Square, the complex consists of the Church of Nossa Senhora do Carmo, the 
Episcopal Palace (former Carmelite Convent and current headquarters of the Archdiocese of Paraíba), 
both built in the 16th century and listed by IPHAEP (Institute of Historical and Artistic Heritage) of the 
State of Paraíba), and by the Church of Santa Teresa de Jesus of the Third Order of Carmo, dating from 
the 18th century and listed by IPHAN (Institute of National Historical and Artistic Heritage) 
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19. Igreja da Misericórdia: 
Located on Duque De Caxias Street, its construction dates from the beginning of the 17th century, 

probably from 1612, as there is no certainty due to the disappearance of the archives during the Dutch 
invasion. It was a matrix until 1671 (Nóbrega, 1982). Work belonging to the Mannerist style, the first phase 
of the Baroque, is special for its simplicity and draws attention for its large walls of limestone and mortar. 
In fact, it is the only old church in João Pessoa to preserve the original construction of its exterior 
(Rodriguez, 1992). Authentic representative of the colonial architecture of Paraíba, in 1938 the Igreja da 
Misericórdia is listed by the National Historical and Artistic Heritage Service. It has already been 
remodeled twice (Nóbrega, 1982), but only inside (Rodriguez, 1992). The Igreja da Misericórdia is owned 
by the Santa Casa de Misericórdia (Rodriguez, 1992). 
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20. Mosteiro de São Bento: 



Located at General Osório Ave., formerly New Street, the complex consisting of the Church and 
Monastery of São Bento was built under the invocation of Nossa Senhora do Monte Serrat. The São Bento 
Monastery is part of a larger group, still formed by the church of the same name. According to the Paraíba 
Historical and Artistic Heritage Institute, the convent is one of the most important monuments in the 
country, taking into account its 17th century Benedictine baroque style. 
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21. Igreja São Frei Pedro Gonçalves: 
Located in São Frei Pedro Golçaves Square, Varadouro, the church was built in 1843 with an eclectic 

influence. The building is an integral part of the architectural ensemble arranged in the square of the same 
name. The building underwent a restoration in 2000. The difference lies in its location, close to the 
Sanhauá River, and in the buried ruins under the church. 
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22. Centro Cultural São Francisco: 
The architectural ensemble of the Church of São Francisco / Convento de Santo Antônio is formed by 

the Churchyard, Church, Convent and Cruzeiro, being considered the largest baroque-style monument in 
Latin America (Rodriguez, 1992). Its construction was the initiative of the friars of the Franciscan Order 
who came to Paraíba to help the Jesuits in the catechization of the Indians. Construction began in 1588, 
when Fr. Melchior arrived in Paraíba to install the Franciscan Foundation there. the most urgent parts of 
the building were completed in 1591. Disagreements with the government of the time drove the 
Franciscans out of the city in 1599. A few decades later, in 1636, they were expelled and their premises 
damaged. installed a military post because it is considered a strategic location. With the presence of 
Portuguese colonizers, the convent was completely restored, having been completed in 1661. In the 18th 
century, the works of the other monuments began, giving rise to the complex, which still keeps all its 
characteristics today as one of the main works of the baroque in Brazil. In 1952, the entire architectural 
ensemble was listed by the IPHAN (National Artistic Heritage Institute). 
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